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UNIQUESOURCE GUEST SPEAKER
		

CHRISTINE HA

First Ever Blind Contestant & Winner of ‘MasterChef’
Christine Ha is the first ever blind contestant on—and season three
winner of—the competitive amateur cooking show, MasterChef. Facing
renowned chef judges Gordon Ramsay, Graham Elliot, and Joe Bastianich, she defeated over 30,000 home cooks across America to secure
the coveted MasterChef title, a $250,000 cash prize, and a cookbook
deal.
“The lady has an extraordinary palate, a palate of incredible finesse.
She has the most disciplined execution on a plate that we’ve ever
seen,” remarked Gordon Ramsay, MasterChef judge.
Ha’s first cookbook, Recipes from My Home Kitchen: Asian and American Comfort Food from the Winner of MasterChef Season 3 on FOX,
became a New York Times bestseller. Since winning, she has made a
guest appearance on the inaugural season of MasterChef Vietnam and
travels around the globe delivering inspirational keynote addresses.

Christine Ha, The Blind Cook

Ha has a master of fine arts from University of Houston’s nationally
acclaimed Creative Writing Program. During her time there, she served
as fiction editor for Gulf Coast: A Journal of Literature and Fine Arts.
She is currently working on a memoir.
Topics:
The Blind Cook: Food & Words Are My Creative Portals
Overcoming Adversity to Pursue Your Dreams
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
We certainly received our fair
share of cold weather this
winter. I’m so glad that we are
now experiencing spring and
can share our spring newsletter. In the winter UniqueSource
Notes, I documented our 2015
business initiatives that are
designed to promote more
employment opportunities for
professionals with disabilities.
Below please see how we are oﬀ and running this calendar
year.
Increase our brand awareness
As you may have noticed elsewhere in this document,
UniqueSource® Products & Services has been granted the
full trademark (the circle R) for our logo. We are using the
trademark on all of our materials and have developed a
tagline of Products Manufactured and Services Delivered by
Professionals With Disabilities to tell our story.
We
are now
working
INSERT
CAPTION
HEREwith the UniqueSource Board to
broaden our branding eﬀorts to include co-branding with our
Members. Through various delivery mechanisms, we will be
including our Members’ brand alongside UniqueSource to
highlight the broad value that our Members provide across
the Commonwealth.

Identify, and help our Members to develop, new products and service oﬀerings
Our Business Development Team is hard at work defining
new products and services for our traditional customer base
and for new markets that we are pursuing. Our pace of new
product introduction has never been higher and we are adding more products to our contract with the Commonwealth
at a fairly brisk rate. Additionally, we are working with our
Members to cultivate a number of new services ideas to
extend existing capabilities and introduce new employment
opportunities for our Members to oﬀer to the workforce
they serve.
Enhance our sales and marketing team eﬀorts
Our direct sales team is now maturing into a very capable
and eager group of five individuals who are excited to serve
existing and meet new customers. Each day we are working
on new methods and tools to enhance their ability to identify
customer needs and align our products and services with
those needs. This team is spending more time than ever
with our Members to better understand how to tell their
collective stories in the marketplace.
Employ new technologies to reduce our cost of existing
operations
In January we launched a new integrated website that
dramatically changes the way we inform and do business
with our customers. Our website content does a better
job of telling our story and is poised to do the same for our
Members. The new e-commerce system is much easier and
better for all of our customers to buy a product or request
a custom quote for products and services. So far, we’ve
reduced our in-house manual order processing by 50% PRESIDENT’S CORNER CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

move, such as the one from Columbus Boulevard to
Oregon Avenue, happen. He begins by finding a suitable
location; a location that has easy access with ample ﬂoor
space and parking to meet PennDOT’s needs. He works in
accordance with the terms and codes of local Townships
and Municipalities, County and State regulations.
Mike designs a ﬂoor plan according to the layout of the
building. Coordinating and working closely with contractors
to make the ﬂoor plan a reality.

MICHAEL LEAVITT & FAMILY

It has been almost a year since the relocation of the Columbus Boulevard Driver License Center to 330 West Oregon
Avenue Philadelphia.

This is just one of the many Relocation/Build outs that have
been orchestrated by Mike Leavitt, UniqueSource Facilities
Manager. Mike works with many diﬀerent entities to make a

There have been at least ten of such site relocations/Build
outs that Mike has handled since he became UniqueSource
Photo ID Facility Manger in April of 2008. In addition to
site relocation/Build outs the Facility Manger handles the
maintenance, repairs, cleaning, and snow and trash removal
for the 72 facilities that UniqueSource leases for PennDOT.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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-and, according to our customers, are providing much
more value to include order and shipping confirmation
notices that the system sends via e-mail. Our inside sales
team is now more available than ever to help our customers with those custom orders. If you haven’t been there
yet, please go to
www.UniqueSource.com and check out our new home!
Finally, we are just getting started with meeting and
building relationships with Governor Wolfs team. So far,
we have enjoyed very positive discussions and anticipate
a positive working relationship with the new administration in the future. As always, please feel free to connect
directly with me at vloose@UniqueSource.com if you have
any questions, need any additional information, or would
like to find ways that you can make a lasting diﬀerence by
promoting employment opportunities for professionals
with disabilities in Pennsylvania.
CONTINUE

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT...

In both personal and professional life, when faced with a challenge, Mike never turns away but attacks the problem head on.
He may not always defeat the problem but he is never defeated
by it.
He just drives forward and in doing so he has a positive eﬀect
on the work lives and personal lives of those he helps.

NEWS FROM OUR SALES DEPARTMENT
ANSI COMPLIANT T-SHIRTS
The made-in-Pennsylvania crew neck cotton polyester shirts have breathable, segmented reﬂective
trim around the waist and over each shoulder for high
visibility and comfort. T-Shirt- ANSI/ISEA Compliant,
Yellow-Green, reﬂective stripes, 6” sleeve.

OREGON AVENUE NEW LOCATION

Mike also manages the alarm system for 84 of the Driver
License and Photo Centers in the State of Pennsylvania.
Hired by UniqueSource as a District Manger, for the Photo ID
Program, in February of 2003 Mike was out of college only
two years. He was young, spunky, full of energy and ready to
take on the responsibility for daily operations of twelve photo centers and overseeing the processing of about fifty five
License Technicians in the South Central District.
Even with this large district to manage Mike still had energy
to spare he has spent hours of his free time volunteering for
various organizations; Mike has volunteered his time over
five years with the Cal Ripken Foundation, he has helped
raise money for Muscular Dystrophy, and has organized nine
annual golf tournaments, proceeds benefiting Special Olympics. He is currently in his third year of coaching high school
baseball for East Pennsboro District. “Go Panthers”.

For more information on products please contact the Sales
Department at: products@uniquesource.com.
To place an order please visit our website at:
uniquesource.com
call toll free 800-447-8860
or fax 800-561-9794.

And among this ﬂurry of activity Mike married his college
sweetheart, Alison and they are raising two very energetic
boys Aidan and Owen.



UNIQUESOURCE PRODUCTS & SERVICES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2014-2015
CHAIRMAN

1ST VICE CHAIR

2ND CHAIR

JOHN CONNOLLY

BARRY BUSSELL

ROBERT AMES

INSPIRITEC, INC.

SPARC SERVICES (PHILADEPHIA)

ALLIED SERVICES

340 NORTH 12TH STREET

2350 WEST WESTMORELANDSTREET

6 STAUFFER INDUSTRIAL PARK

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19107-1102

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19140

TAYLOR, PA 18517

(877) 648-3600

(215) 229-4550

(570) 348-5375

TREASURER

SECRETARY

RICHARD BOSSERMAN

DANETTE BLANK

ERIKA ARBOGAST

CAMBRIA COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR

VISION RESOURCES OF CENTRAL PA

BLIND AND VISION REHABILITATION

THE BLIND AND HANDICAPPED

1130 S. 19TH STREET

SERVICES OF PITTSBURGH

211 CENTRAL AVENUE

HARRISBURG, PA 17104-2912

1204 WESTERN AVENUE BLDG. 4

JOHNSTOWN, PA 15902-2495

(717) 238-2531

(412) 368-4400

(814) 536-3531

WILLA ADAMS

JENNIFER BINDERNAGEL

PAUL CAUSGROVE

NUVISIONS CENTER

BUTLER COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR

BARBER NATIONAL INSTITUTE

658 VALLEY STREET

THE BLIND

100 BARBER PLACE

LEWISTOWN, PA 17044-1423

322 N. CEDER STREET

ERIE, PA 16507-1899

(717) 242-1444

BUTLER, PA 16001-4958

(814) 453-7661

(724) 287-4059
JOANNA GRECO

STEVE PETERSON

WILLIAM RHINESMITH

BEAVER COUNTY REHABILITATION

CTC MANUFACTURING, INC.

FORSIGHT VISION

CENTER

P.O. BOX 67 ROSE & HAZLE STREETS

1380 SPAHN AVENUE

131 PLEASANT DRIVE 2ND FLOOR

BEAVER MEADOWS, PA 18216-0067

YORK, PA 17403-5711

ALQUIPPA, PA 15001

(570) 454-3754

(717) 848-1690

(724) 378-4750

REBECCA SHANER

DENNIS STEINER

LAWRENCE COUNTY ASSOCIATION

VISION CORPS

FOR THE BLIND

244 NORTH QUEEN STREET

428 ELEANOR DRIVE

LANCASTER, PA 17603-3512

NEW CASTLE, PA 16105

(717) 291-5951

(724) 652-4571

1007 North Front Street | P.O Box 5869 Harrisburg, PA 17110-0865
Phone: 717-236-3610, Toll free: 800-447-8860
Fax: 800-561-9794, Website: UniqueSource.com

